Palliative gastroenterology.
Continuous improvements in endoscopic imaging and accessories have opened up a field of interventional endoscopy. This highly technical offshoot of gastroenterology uses not just standard endoscopic techniques but also newer endoscopic ultrasound (EUS) imaging or fluoroscopic monitoring to facilitate procedures that were once performed either surgically or percutaneously, if at all. This review will update the role of these novel procedures that can be used to assist in the palliative care of patients whose malignancies involve the gastrointestinal tract. The emphasis will be on those palliative interventions that are used to overcome intestinal obstruction in the gastrointestinal tract and restore luminal patency. The role of EUS-guided celiac plexus neurolysis to assist in pain control, especially in patients with pancreatic malignancies, will also be detailed.